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LIFESTYLE LETTER

Home 
Inspiration Awaits
Dear Islanders,

We are thrilled to bring you this month’s spe-
cial Home issue of Mercer Island City Lifestyle 
magazine. With spring around the corner, it’s 
the perfect time to refresh your living space and 
envision new possibilities.

In this issue, we’re honored to feature the 
expertise of several local professionals who lent 
their insights on home projects and transitions. 
Architect Mark Elster provides an incredibly valuable 
perspective in “Smart Site Selection.” He outlines critical guidance on feasibility 
studies for discerning the potential of a property during the buying or selling 
process. We’re grateful to Mark for sharing his wisdom from decades of experi-
ence navigating island properties and complex building codes.

Interior designer Amy May of Artala Design o!ers sage advice in “Redesigning 
Your Home for Your Changing Life.” She walks through her process of uncovering 
clients’ goals and pain points to deliver customized home transformations suited 
to their next life chapter. Thank you, Amy, for showing how thoughtful design can 
create surroundings tailored for your speci"c needs and dreams.

Megan Atkinson and the team at NW Lifestyle Homes give us a peek inside their 
elegant “Wow Factor Refresh” of a First Hill home. We appreciate their behind-
the-scenes look at how they ful"lled the client’s request for a bathroom with 
some serious wow factor.

To help our furry friends gracefully age at home, Dr. Peter Brown from Island 
Animal Hospital provides actionable tips in “Creating Comfortable Homes.” His 
compassionate care for pets inspires us. We’re grateful to Peter for sharing his 
expertise in senior pet accommodations.

At Yuan Ru Art Center, Julie Hsieh transported us to the wonder of Lunar New Year 
celebrations in “Lunar New Year at Yuan Ru.” We’re honored Julie gave us a glimpse 
into this magical cultural tradition through the lens of captivating dragon art.

We hope this issue empowers you to envision possibilities for your living space 
that enhance your lifestyle. Please reach out if you’re dreaming up a home project 
- we’re happy to connect you with our contributors for expert guidance.

Wishing you a season of joy,
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SINGING IN THE SHOWER: 
A MERCER ISLAND REMODEL

WOW FACTOR REFRESH

ARTICLE BY MEGAN ATKINSON, CEO NWLH
PHOTOGRAPHY BY JIM GARNER

Center of the new primary 
bathroom with a lake view.
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Perched on the western slope of 
Mercer Island’s First Hill, a handsome 
white  house  recently got a  new  pri-
mary bath, closet, laundry room, and 
updated landscape.   The  First Hill cou-
ple came to NW Lifestyle Homes with one 
request – remodel the spaces and create a 
bathroom with a “wow factor.” 

The primary bathroom already started 
with a sweeping view of the lake and the 
Olympics, but it needed a thoughtful new 
layout. The NWLH design studio rede-
signed the whole composition for a fresh 
but classic look, starting with the bath-
room’s anteroom.

A small  anteroom  between the pri-
mary bedroom and the  primary  bath-
room was previously an unused hallway, 
this area now provides excellent storage. 
NWLH lined the  anteroom with  antique 
mirror-inset painted cabinets.  

CONTINUED  >

Gracious laundry room 
with chevron tile floor.

Anteroom with antique 
mirror inlaid cabinets

Lighted niche 
shower wall.

17      MARCH 2024   |   CITYL IFESTYLE .COM/MERCERISLAND



Inside  the  primary  bathroom, a  brass 
and  alabaster chandelier  draws the eye 
to the soaring center vault, and two brass 
art lights  illuminate  paintings from 
local artist, Julie Sanchez. Rift-cut white 
oak vanities have lighted mirrors trimmed 
with  oak  and a  custom  recessed  light 
detail.   The countertop  is  quartzite, and 
the  lavatory  cross handles are polished 
nickel and wall-mounted.  

The sculptural, asymmetrical free-
standing tub is angled into the room which 
creates drama and complements the adja-
cent marble shower. The horizontal inlaid 
shower niche is also custom-lit.

The  new closet is equal  parts  impres-
sive  and  functional.   This relatively 
small  footprint  with a sloped  ceiling 
was  re-floor planned to maximize 
the lighted display  area  and stor-
age.  It shows off the homeowner’s shoes 
and clothes with style and provides sub-
stantial  hang  space, angled  shelves,  and 
drawer space.

The laundry room  gave NWLH 
another  opportunity  to  make some 
fun  changes.   The new cabinets, "x-
tures, and  black  sink punch  up  the 
space, but the  bold  main character is 
the chevron $oor.   Natural  morning 
light $oods this cheery room for a sunny, 
bright area to wash and fold.  

In the landscape,  NWLH’s design 
team  brought  the  couple’s  property  to 
the next level, as well. A  stately  cus-
tom mailbox and entry columns  at 
the street  establish the  home’s  sense 
of place.   Cladding  all  existing retain-
ing walls with custom fabricated metal and 
new concrete caps,  NWLH  repeated  the 
fresh but classic aesthetic.  A new white-
painted  arbor  with black horizontal 
screening creates privacy and is a  per-
fect  foil for the  existing trained  camellia 
trees.   By adding a water feature, hydran-
geas, boxwood, black mondo grass,  and 
landscape lighting  wherever possible, 
the  front and back courtyards announce 
the seasons with new growth and interest.  

The  homeowners  are  so pleased  with 
their newly remodeled  spaces  that they 
are singing in the shower.  
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Separate vanity and 
asymmetric tub.
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